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A TALL TALE
THAT GOULD
COME TRUE

HAVE you heard the one about the two
Irishmen, two Yorkshiremen and the
shepherd? It's not funny, but it could
become fact at Cheltenham today.

They are trying to win the Cheltenham Gold Cup
for Michae! Dickinson—and could fill the first five
f!aces Dermot Browne on Ashley House and yours

ly on Wayward Lad are the Irishmen.

Robert Earnshaw g
(Silver Buck) and
Graham Bradley (Bre-
awn) are Yorkshire
ads, while my mate:
Dave Goulding takes a
break from lambing
sheep in Cumbria to
ride Captain John. '

I'm told it’s about 150-
1 against Michael's
“fantastic five” com-
pleting the grand slam.

And there are no med-
als for guessing that I'm
dreaming of winning on
Wayward Lad.

He's a classy 'chaser
who won Kempton's
King George VI 'Chase
and won't be out of his
depth.

Siiver Buck and Bre-

we could have a seem-
ingly unbelievable, but

true, tale to tell our
grandchildren.

_ I'm depuiising for
injured Alan Flint on
‘Rag Dancer in the
County Hurdle teday.
Path Of Peace did me
such a good turn in the
race last year and I'm
hoping for a repeat.

I came in with mixed
feelings on Torreon
after we'd been beaten
a short head by Canny

gawn fought out the Danny in the Sun
Gold Cup finish last: Alliance ‘Chase jyes-
:year and there are terday.

lnt, who reckon

hey'll do it again.

Ashley House should
run well en route for
the Grand National. So

It was great that Tor-
teon ran the race of his
life,..but I had been
offered the ride on
Canny Danny,
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= COMBS DITCH THE

SAFETY in numbers would seem fo be a good
maxim when a trainer saddles five of the 11 runners
for the Tote Gold Cup (3.30) ot Cheltenham today.

Michael Dickinson does just this but it may still not be
good enough I fancy the up-and-coming Combs Ditch to

beat them all

Davyid Elsworhh s gelding has improved tremendously to
win his last three races and the secret of his success probably

lies in the riding tactics
employed.,

‘Colin Brown has ridden
him with admirable pati-
ence, which enables
Combs Ditch to produce
a real finishing punch,

Admn.tedly it only Just
succeeded when he be:
Bre%’awn nauowly at Wm-
canton, but he may have
challenged a bit too early

at day.

Silyer Buck and Bre-

wn seem best of the

ickinson runners. They'
filled the first two places
last season, but I have a
feeling it may not work
out so cosily this time.

I can't enthuse over the
others and if Colin delays
his e¢hallenge as long 2as

ossible I reckon Combs

itch may produce
enough to beat the Dick-
inson team. -

There is the usual max-
imum tumouf of 30 for
the Daily Express
Triumph Hurdle (2.15)
and there is once -again
plenty of scope for a sur-
prise resulf.

I give great chances to
Cut A Dash and Saxon
Farm, but am napping
Alastor O Mavros to win.

He was third to Cut A
Dash on his debut, but
has won his three subse-
guent races.

This event needs a

hy NEWSBOY (Boh Butchers)

sturdy stayer with a
temperament fo with-
stand a rough passage.
Alastor O Mavros is just
the type and I hope to see
him making the best of
his way home from the
second-last hurdle.

The County Hurdle
(4.40)
impossible handicap to
solve, buf I am still quite
Kkeent on Du Maurier,

He is unpenalised for a
reeent win and has hit
form at the right time.
With bottom weight he

.pton Lad are prolific win-

seems to be an.

should give usg'a good run,
Earls Brig and Com-

ners and they clash in the
Christies Foxhunter
’Chase (2.50). Earls Brig is
unbeatén in point-to-
point and hunter 'chases
and may remain so,
Corbiere has come back
to form in style and is
preferred to Gay Sparfan
in the Ritz Club ’'Chase
(4.05).
Observe should most cer-
tainly win the concludxng
Cathcart Cup (5.1

Cmbs Ditch put on the style.

JIMMY LANDS A GAMBLE

JIMMY FITZGERALD,

from the village of Horse and Joc-
key, was the toast of Cheltenham
Fsterday. The success of Forgive N'

orget had the drink flowing all

over the place,

The -horse landed an almighty
% amble in the Coral Golden Hurdle
inal, starting at 5-2 after being
offered at 10-1 over the weekend. “It
wasn't my money, but we have a lot
friends in Ireland,”

of

the man z CHARLES FAWCUS
Jimmy, who has been exiled over Mark
here for, 25 years as jockey and -easiest

trainer.

Not that Jimmy left things at that.
He went on fo win the very next
race with 33-1 Canny Danny. And he
would have made it three from as
many runners but for a bad blunder
at the second-last fence by Direct
Line, allowing 19-year-old Leslie

give N

immy,
landed
winner

smiled

Bloomfield to win on Mr Peapock in
an all west-country finish.

Dwyer, also 19, had the
ride of the meeung on For-
Forget, who had the race

won a mile from home, ever thougi
‘he didn't lead until the last hurdle.
“I thought the driver was pretly

ood—both drivers in fact,” said

after Niall Madden had
Canny Danny a short-head
over Torreon.
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X

Betting Forecast.—5-2 Alpine Garden, 100-30 Oeep Love, 92 Le
Kelly, 8 Marjorian, 7 Scarlet Terror, 8 Veiled City, 10 Crowecopper, 12
Young Adventurer

—PLOVER HILL NOVICE CHASE. 3m.

Penalty Value £926. (20 runners).
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Bemng Foracast—2 Mustapha, 7-2 Warthy Heiress, 4 King Tud, 6 Go
Benfieid,

Bennilong, Camgrvhm and Tregoed do

8 Rayal Assant, 12 Bannilong, Victary Mom.
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NEWSBOY
2.00—BIRSBY
2.30—HA'WAY GEORDIE
3.05—LITTLE FRENCHMAN
3. 45—ALPINE GARDEN

4.15—MUSTAPHA

4 45—MICK S RITUAL

BOUVERIE
2.00—BIRSBY .
2,30—BONNY GOLD
3.05—LITTLE FRENCHMAN
3.45—ALPINE GARDEN
4.15—WORTHY HEIRESS
4,45—LOCHLINNHE

RICHARD’S CHOICE
RICHARD MORRELL,
the Daily Mirror Punter
of the Year, picks Spring
‘Rocket for today's Ritz
Club ’Chase (4.05) at
;Cheltenham.
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