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CHELTENHAM '83:

Crowiey hopes
‘running high

By TONY SWEENEY
JOHN CROWLEY is confident of Bal-
linacurra Lad’s chance in the Sun
Alliance Hurdle (2.15) at Cheltenham
today,

. Even befare Buck House had
endorsed the ability of Ballinacurra
by wmmnf Yyesterday’s opening:

race, the Crowley stable would

entertain the possnbuity of defeat.
Certlinly Ballinncurra Lad’s Gowran
Park win has been amply advertised,
with !'our subsequent winners in Eng--
and Ireland emerging from the
first six. Ballinacurra ias is not a
flashy , but a most honest and
idual who will relish this

tou; in iv
sti

“mJear Pad(!y Mullins won_the

Hunt ' (4.40) with Hazy

Dawn and he fx.ncles Lantern Lodge to

make it a double. However, on the

E:H“ of form I have to go for Like-A-

Last time oul he was second to Ivan
King and the winner is just about the
best "chaser in Ireland.
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IF Fred Rimell was looking down on Chel-
tenham yesterday he must have been a prou
man for his widow, Mercy, achieved a brilliant
and emotional triumph with Gaye Brief in the
Waterford Crystal Champion Hurdle.

“T thought he'd win, buf not as easily as he did"”
smiled a tearful Mercy. “I know Fred would have

been very pleased.

Gaye Brief was the last
horse Fred bought before
his death two and a half
i'ears ago. And Fred won

he race as a jockey and
twice as a frainer with
Comedy of Errors, whom
Mercy still rides every
day.

There was just one anx-
jous moment yesterday as
Gaye Brief stumbled
when clear at the final
flight, but he soon reco-
vered to romp home from
Boreen Prince, with last
year's winner For Auction
getting the better of a
close struggle for third
place with ™ Broadsword
and Ekbalco,

i thought the wogst for

nt, b
couldnt lcse {t like that"
said jockey Richard
Linley.

V{e Brief now goes for
the Welsh Champion Hur-
dle, while For Auction
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P Croucher 27 | 1.51
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‘4 3451 Rin
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Betting:

Misty Bay, 7
1.58

Hoare —

Z R J. Wallis,

*Forecast altermotive

1 5555 Idrone Lady ...
2 58 Half Wi
3 4124 MODEL JANE
4 Fun Quiz*
5 1661 Authentic
6 1442 Choral Mo

Betting: 5-2 Model Jane, 114
‘Choral Moment, 3 Fun Quiz, §-2
Authentic, T bar.

1 5144 Grittenham Dill* .,
2 246 Streakys Girl.

dew Minx
5 3331 Kingsmead Dashi
& 2363 WINDY HILL.
Betting: §-4 Windy I, 3
Klngsmeld Dasher, 4
rxham Dill, 9-2 Kishavanna

Silver Spring...
2 Kals Brﬁndle 72
Summer Val.h;)kI Kings Poppy, q

"1 266 JOHNS STEYNING...
2 554 Tince*
tting: 15-8 Johns Si

Alsling Miller, 9-2 Knight Pnnce.
12 Bauymarﬂ

By
CHARLES
FAWCUS

and Broadsword clash
again at Liverpool.

Gaye Briefs delighted
owner, Sheikh Ali Abu
Khamsin, said: “I have
only four horses with
Merey, but she’ll have
another four after this.”

Michael Dickinson
spent the whole day being
ground into the turf,

Deljus finished lame,
Branding Iron was mosé
disappointing and Marni
laid as if dead after a last
fence fall, but was fortu-
nately only winded.

Finally, his Fearless
Imp led until the last
fence in the final event,
only to be overhauled by
Churchﬁeld Boy, the sec-
ond leg of a Michael Cun-

470m

2,
1 3352 Onl
2
3

4 6236 Blue

Only Desire,
Gold. § Careless
226

Betting:

B8
3181

Smile, T bar,

T Betting: 52
‘Midas Touch, T2

Boy, 8 bar,

Longest losing forecast (2-4): 90
4

Desire
3233 ANOTHER VOTE (NAF)
4531 Careless Rive
Tail...

5 2344 Gmttnh.am Gi
6 4635 Midday Strike

1 3534 Voodoo Queen*
2 2464 Square Shooter

6 6142 Ballerina Maid,
§-2 Altcar King,
Clipper, 72 Voodoo Queen, 8
Lefty Jazz, Ballerina Maid,

3
436 Golden T'ger

Betting: 3 Arena Eighty, Kils-.'
pec, 4 Bellinl Babe, 9-2 Striking

Misspur{ M.
Klltane J el NI
Prince 8py, T bat.

ROUD DAY FO

MERCY %

ningham double, started
by Grand National hope
Greasepaint,

“That's the way it goes,
Tve got to be worried
about the others, but
there was nothing wrong
with the way Fearless
Imp ran” said a ru
Michael.

However the North still
had a g day with two
wins through Ryeman
and Kinsman from
John Brockbanks six-
horse stable.

A Kinsman started at
50-1 and paid 110-1 on the
Tote after surviving an
objection.

But featless Irish pun-
fers had_plenty to
shout Back House sup-

lemented the Cunning-

am double in the first
race—which the Irish
were winning for the
seventh consecutive year.
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Ekbalco,

trainer,

the

With Ekbalco at full
stretch galloping towards
the third-last flight, I had
the same sinking feeling
as John Francome on my
old pal Royal Vulcan,

We looked across
each other and I shouted
to John “At this rate I'm
not going to be
first ten.”

John was also running
out of gas and yelled
back that he was in the
same boat with no
chance.

Three out T tried to get
at Ekbalco. It was our
chance to make
impression on the
leaders. But he stopped
at the hurdle, hit it and
the mistake cost him a
length or two.

Don’t get me wrong, 'm
not making excuses for
The race was
run at such a blistering.
pacé he was barely on the
bridle all the way.

He did well to finish In
a _photo for third place
with For Auction and
Broadsword—the fwo
that beat Ekbalco in last
year's Champion. This
time he had to seitle for
fifth place,

Gaye Brief was the best
herse on the day and how
he showed us the way
home,

This morning Tl have
a spin on Arctic Condi-
tions to get to know her
before we team up in the
Sun Alliance Hurdle
(2.15).

Pay Belated (5.15) will
like the good ground. His
Peter Easterby,-
made a terrific start to
Festival yesterday
with Ryeman,

JONJO O'NEILL taiking
to TIM RICHARDS

AJONJO

0 NEII.L

THE O’'Neill-Francome
Cheltenham chat show.
That was yesterday's
Champion Hurdle, the
fastest I've ever riddem
in,
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.2 311 Greenfield Time

*Dogamush, 4
:Cooladine King, 8

Caracus
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