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GAYE BRIEF, a progressive young
hurdler with the best still to come,
is napped to humble better-backed
rivals in the Waterford Crystal.
Champion Hurdle (3.15) at Chel-
tenham today.

He has been especlally prepared for

ercy

this event by
Rimell, who cauld

become the first woman
to train the winner of this
race.

In order fo succeed,
Gaye Brief has to over-
come Ekbalco, Royal Vul-
can and For Auctmn, last
year's winner,

Of the three favourites T
have least fancy for For
Auctlon zmd am tom. bet-

Whatever the going
this race calls for stamina
and the temperament to
overcome inevitable inci-
dents. Gaye Brief is the
ideal type and has smart
«enough form to back up
-his chance. |

The tactical battle is of
%mat interest. The likes of

kbalco, and to a lesser
g(tent Royal Vulcan and

%%i ith® %u 1
sympathise. w O8I0 - Heighlin, will aitempt to

O'Neill, who has

In contrast, For Auec-
tion and Gaye Brief will
be for the winning
post a lot earlier.

There is much to look
forward to, but I hope
Gaye Briel can gain a
lead by the last hurdle
and then I'm sure the*
challengers will have their
‘work cut out to

m.

The Irish won the first

cateh,

ct Michael Dickinson-
ead the way this time,

Delius seems to be an
outstanding novice and’
can remain unbeaten by
landing the o‘gening
Waterford Crystal Sup-’
reme Hurdle (2.00;

If he is beaten it will
almost certainly be by
one of the Irish raiders
and the pick of them can
be Seskin Bridge.

Branding Iron looks
500::! to complete a stable

Mercy's hurdler can humble blg three in Champion

GAYE BRIEF’S
THE ONE

By NEWSBOY (Bob Butchers)

)(a:hy (2.35). Klilbrittain
astle, Kathies Lad and
Ro's Owen will each be
backed to beat him, but

h raider Twinburn is
he one I fear.

It is 12 years since the
Irish took the Grand
Annual Chase (5.00), but
the could do it this time

the 1mproving Chur-

t:h!ield 0y,

Even though carryin
more than his long-hand-
icap weight, he seems to
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Ekbalco

 ready

- to take
crown

I COULD almost see the
Cheltenham winner’s

enclosure looming in
the distant Cumbrian
mist as I rode Ekbalco
on Askam Sands on
_Sunday morning.

We had just gallo
a mile to put the ﬁmPs.iS
ing touches to Ekbalco
for todays Champion
Hurdle (3.15),

I felt my confidence
fro as we splashed
hrough the pools of sea
water on our way bhack
to the horse box.
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