Page 28  DAILY MIRROR, Thursday, March 14, 1974 N L — TR S A PR

ST el

ride The
Dikler?

By TIM RICHARDS

RON BARRY'S Gole
Cup ride on The Dikler
at Cheltenham today is
in_jeopardy.

The champion jockey
has concussion, and faces
the course doeclor an
hour before racing.

Ron gave his followers
a big shock yesterday
when he took a horrify-
ing fall on Well Oiled in
the Arkle ‘Chase

But he beamed from
behind a real shiner of a
right eye: “I'm just
lovtly—onlv a bit banged
about.

Ron told me fater: ~1
expect my eye will be a
reil beauly by temorrow.

I'm fine

“But I'm fine, and 1
shali ride The Dikler all
right

" And L tell you he will
take all the beating
again”

Trainer Fulke Walwyn
said: "1 think Ron will
be fit.”

Carrie Burn, tralned up
ln Scotland, lurncd in a
real * shocker™ by win-
ning the first race of her
life — the Foxhunters
*Chase. at 20-1.

George Fairbairn, who
trains her for his w”c
Joanne, said: “Thig is
my first winner under

Rules,

“And whal better place
to have i

ACING hot favourites tan come
unstuck at any time, and Chelten-
ham is no exception, as we have already

seen this week,

Today there are small fortunes at stake on
both Pendil and Attivo, and I shall be surprised
if the punters do not enjoy a bit of a killing

Maddenstown
nap to beat
the handicap

Pendil tries to avenge
his short-head defeal by
The Dikler in last year's
Gold Cup, and there are
few people around who
don'l expect him to do

Thal has been his soli-
tary defeat In sixteen
races over fences.

Heading the minority
Is The ikler's Jjockey
Ron Bary. He reckons
they can pull it off agal n

We all know it
fatal to make excuses mr
beaten horses,

Pendil had last year's
race sewn up until falter-
ing for a stride or two
haliway up the run-in,

Although The Dikler
seems as good as ever
this-season he is unlikely
to gef any better at the
age of eleven

Pendil however, I8
likely to have come on
quite appreciably since
that defeat.

1t looks like being the
speed finish of Pendil
against the dogged
stamina of The Dikler.

Problem

Richard Pitman on
Pendil is the man with
the problem.

He cannot afford to
lose touch, and at the
same time will not want
to_be in front too soon.

My belief is that Penail
will always be in com-
mand of the situation
(3.40).

Although'  the . form
book suggests The Dikler
as the obvious danger it
womld come as no sur-

| By NEWSBOY
| (Bob Butchers)

it

Ireland's Ink-
he one (o
cast, with

the favourite,

Attivo is unbesten In
his two races, and won
each of them by the
length of a street.

I thought his first win,
today's course. was

Bub he left no doubt
about his ability when
he secored at Newbury

Altivo will have plenty
of live opponents in to-
day's Daily Express
Triumph Hurdle (3.5)

While Supreme Halo,
Banliey, and Relevant
seem the main threats,
there is really no way
that I ean oppose Attivo.

The County Hurdle
(450) is always a tough
race to solve,

Catsgore has fallen in
five successive races, but
could be a fair outsider.

Alcades also has a
chance. but my strong
fan is Treland’s Mad-
denstown.

He has had six wins
and a second from his
last seven outings and is
napped to show he is bet-
ter than his handicap
mark of 11st. 2lh.

Popular

Amarind, with Terry
Biddlecombe on board,
would be the most popu-
lar winner of the Cath-
(‘1.\”
(5.25)

The American chestnut
gave Terry a fall on
Tuesday, but ecan now
give him a win on his

al mount before retire-
mem

Daily Mirror Punters
Oluh award will be made
to Terry before racing
begins. This can be seen
on BBC-2 at 215

Challenge Cup

Golden Lancer is Irish best

PAT TAAFFE.

insplred by
Yenisei's third in the Champion
Hurdle. affirms the well-being ‘of
Captain Christy—his first runner

e
rBy TONY SWEENEY ‘

form

as 4 trainer in the Cheltenham

G%Id Cup

has steadi!

aptain Christy has twice fallen
over fences in England, but with
intensive >chunlmg his jumping
v improved. In terms of
speed and stamina he has a RArst-
class chance in today's Gold Cup He

week by

taking the
Hurdle (4501 with Golden Lancer,

the William Hill Imperial Cup.
gave signs of an imminent

County

money in the
. Memorial (2.30).
His stable companion Gleaming

whom he was trying to give 171b.
Castleruddery emerges on Irish
as a good
Mr. Midland, winner of Tuesday's
National Hunt 'Chase.
Off pottom weight and ridden

Ib, superior to

who is napped by superh umMeul Ted Walsh,
This LR’RE last year Golden Castleruddery could be good value
Lancer ran third to Lanzarote in tor Kim Muir

Eddie O’Grady. who has won return to winning form when Silver is preferred to Beau Regard
three races in England since last beaten only a short-head at Naas in c‘t\.e Daily Express Triumph
Friday, could round off a great by Hawker. a useful novice to Hurdle (3:5).

THE SWING IS
PENDIL

OVER the last . , .

and Lanzarote (Dick Pitman)
Comedy of Errors (Bill Smith)

has the edge on

in the title battle.

LANZAROTE MAKES IT
SPRING FOR WINTER

THREE wins as a _jockey
and three as a Llrainer
was Fred Winter's Chaumn-
pion Hurdle record after
Lanzarote had beaten
Comedy of Errors by a
decisive three lengths at
Cheltenham yesterday,

Fred won on Clair
Soleil, Eborneezer and
Fare Time, ana had cap-
tured the race twice as
a trainer with Bula.

But the way Lanzarote
won yesterday showed
without doubt that he is
the best hurdler we have
seen for very many years.

Taking the lead at the
top of the hill soon after
halfway, Lanzarote never
looked in danger of de-
feat

left

"1 was in front

By DICK RATCLIFF

sooner than I would have
liked, and had no alter-
native but to push on,”
said Richard Pitman.

Winter added: " He's a
very brave and good
horse, but I shall net run
him again this season,
although you'll be seeing
him again for the Cham-
pion next vear.”

Record

Fred now looks set for
a NH training record.

Lanzarote's ictory
brought his season’s win-
nings to nearly £87,500.

If Pendil wins today's

Gold Cup Winter will top
the £100,000.

Comedy of Errors was
sweating freely before
the race, and had every
chance, but his jockey,

Bill Smith, would not
admit that the horse had
given his brue running.

“1 think something
Was wrong with him. He
was not happy at any
stage, In fact I was in
trouble after jumping the
thivd hurdle” he told
me.

But tralner Fred
Rumnell was philosoplical
in defeat.

"1 can only say we
were beaten by a horse

sligntly  vetter  than
he said.

LET’S take a look at
10,000 reasons , . .
and £50,000 ... in
the science of square
dealing.

I'm ralking about 10.000
reasons why the Daily
Punters Club
Service is the
most significant inhoya-
tion thal has been made
by a newspaper for its
racing readers

Recovered

Each one 1= a letter,
from a punter with a
problem, that has been
dealt with since the ser-
vice was introduced just
over a year ago.

In fourteen months of
active arbitration more
than £50.000 has been
recovered for claimants.

Every case was investl-
gated. Explanations
sought and given. Action
taken. The punter is en-

Our aim is
to please..

titled to a square deal
and we are in huxlmss
to see that he gets
Nothing more Not mx
less, 3

In looking for a square
deal, of course, we have
to realise that before
we can have any deal
we must have two
parties to 1t

The bookmaker is a:
much entitled to a r‘nr
deal as the punter, and
if adjudication is to
have any meaning, it
|rnu.tsc recognise that
ac

We've cast our spot

light on murky comers.
We've castigated unfor-
givable shortcomings of
some bookmakers, and
will always keep the lash
handy.

But ten thousand
emeuen(es tell me that

he careful punier of
1)14 is, in a majority of
cases, getting a F AIR
DEAL.

‘The careful punter is
the man who knows his
bet and realises its limit-
ations, knows how to set
it down and add it up,
sees that he gets it on
in time,

One who appreciates
value and steps in only
when he gets if.

Il something goes
wrong in his bets, correc-
ting it . is usually easv
and routine.

Mixed up

The careless punter i3
the pmblem
The tailend Charlie
who means to do it the
jght wayv but doesn’t
quite, who gets names
and times mixed, gets on
late, doesn’t undel‘sta!\d
the rules, or Imagines

each PLC.

everyone's rules are
bound {o be the same.

He’s the chap who
lands us in a sea of small
pring without much a‘u
in the lifebelt. Rule
then, are the only llIe—
saver.

We have campaigned
for slandardisation of
rules, even to the length

of top level meetings
with the BP.A.
But bookn is

often a highly individual
business and the task of

inducing agreement
among so many who are
convinced their ways are
best have convinced me
only that my name is
Stevenson. not Solomon
Even among the asso-
cmtluns the, BP.A.
N.SL. and NAB. now
have the new B.OL.A
edging for a front seat
Ah. well, if the aim of
the game 15 standardisa-
tion, we welcome support
from any source, no
matter what the initlals

‘I had to he
first past
the post..’

TODAY'S winning prize
goes Lo Miss O. r.m(-is‘
of Budieigh Sallerton,
Devon

She writes: “The
horses were thundering
to the winning post at
Newion Abbot when my
two-year-old great
nephew broke throngh to
cross Lo his mother who
he'd spotted on the other
side of the course.

*1 dashed after him,
grabbed his baby reins
and ‘galloped him past
the line out of danger.
That's one race I'll never
forget — I was first past
the post.”

@® Tomorrow .. Flat 74 looks at Ireland’s classic hopes
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