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THREE banker befs—Mr.

Kildare, Ballyross and

‘vjvﬁ'ﬁ S £ r;{"gx‘.g;;‘:tmﬁ Leopardstown. Paddy

going through the cxlrd 1 Prendergast’s dream of a
Cheltenham win in his

This is the exc own colours should come
prospect for a rewrd- true with Ballyross in
sized Irish crowd booked . {he Sun Alliance 'Chase
into Cheltenham this  (4.15).

weelk.

I nap Mr. Kildare to
become the sixih succes-
sive Irish-irained winner
of the Sun Alliance
Hurdle (2.20).

He is a really briliiant
young horse sure fo be in

He outstayed Siberian
Sun over two and a quar-
ter miles at Leopards-
town and will be more
effective at today’s’ trip.

Short of being knocked
down, it is impossible to
see hew Jack Of Trumps

Champion Hurdle elass  can be beaten in the

by this time nexi year. National Hunt ’'Chase
Mr. Kildare has wen  (4.50).

two of his three hurdle Sibezian Sun (3.05),

Romany Count (3.40) and
Vaguely Attractive (5.25)
are my other selections.

races and ran a blinder
to finish second to

Prominent King at
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WITH sixteen runners, and
a representative in every
race, the Irish hopes of
giving us a hammering at
the op g of Chelt
toduy are very real.

am seitling for the English
and Irish to share the spoils, but
it is inevitable that the challen-
gers will inerease their post-war
fotal of 121 Cheltenham wins,

Determination to maintain some
loyalty prompts me to go for a
1ong-ﬂ’hot English double with
Southern Darling (340) and
Ballet Lord (4.15).

Southern Darling, from the in-
form osh Gifford stable, is
napped to win the Joe Coral
Golden Hurdle Final. There is
sufficient in the form book to
substantiate his chance,

He was & remote third to Lacson
at Wincanton on Boxing Day, but
was a different proposition when
taking on the same horse oyer this
¢ourse more bthan ,a couple of
months ago.

sSouthern Darvling seemed sure
to be a respectable second to Lac-
son until he blundered and lost
his jockey at the final flight. Now,
with a pull of 8lb, he can beat
Lacson.

Ballet Lord represents York-
shire in the Sun Allianee 'Chase,

GET ON A WINNER WITH THE TOP TEAM

Southern Darling to

fly the flag!

By NEWSBOY
, (Bob Butchers)

but this is a very open three-miler

Strombolus and Samus Pepys
are probably the best of the other
heme-trained runners, but there is
a formidable Irish {rio in the field.

Ballyross, Counstl Cottage and
Thumper will all be strongly
supported,

Bright futures

Most of the principals, are up
and coming ‘chasers with bright
futures. Now that Ballet Lord
seems to have mastered the art
of jumping I fancy he will give
118 4 good run.

We are likely to be deafened by
the sound of Irish cheers after
the opening Sun Alliance Hurdle

(230). :
It will be a surprise if they do

not win it with Mr, Kildare. He
eénded the Flat season with han-
dicap wins under {remendous
burdens and his hurdling efforts
make him a banker, Silver Buck
and Hallodri are the best of ours,

Ancther Trish challenger with
that sure-bo-win look is Jack of

Trumps. He misses the Sun
Alliance 'Chase to go for the
easier National Hunt ‘Chase
(450). This four miles race for
amateur riders seems at his
mercy.

Earlier, smblmu'lte Kﬂmakmoge
can tuke National Hunt
Champion Chase (3.05). He has

not had a lot of racing in the last
couple of years, but made a spark-
ling refurn to winning form in
Ireland a month ago.

The Grand Annual 'Chase
(5:25) may rest between Young
Arthur and sole Irish challenger
Vaguely Attractive.

There is a good form line which
suggests Young Arthur will help
to keep the English hopes alive.

Racing at Sedgefield is over-
shadowed. buf I think Wily Talke
is well handicapped in the Robin
Simpson 'Chase (3.80),

JOSH GIFFORD
Trains Southern Darling.

BALLET
LORDS

CHANCE

By TIM RICHARDS
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