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Like fa ther . . .Shergar ' s first foal born earlier this month Victory in the Derby and a proud Aga Kahn 
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was driven off in a horsebox 
and Mr Fitzgerald, 58,,ln" a 
van.' . • ^ •• •• 

Hts wife and Ave chi ldren 
were left in the house. 

Mr Fitzgerald said he was 
driveii 30 or 40 miles lying 

I facedown in the van and' was. 
dumped four, hours later. 

He was warned not to tell 
the police. He did not, but 
Giles Drion. the manager of 
the Ballymany 'Stud,- sounded 
the alert at 5 am next day. 

The gang were said to have 
indicated they wanted £ 2 
million for shergar's safe 
return and they would colj-
firra this later. Las t night 
they had made no contact as 
a massive hunt spread. 
•• The police seemed • to be 
getting nowhere. Chief Super­
intendent James Murphy of 
Newbridge said : " We haven't 
got a description of the men 

i. or their vehicles. We don't 
know what accent they had. 

"Mr Fitzgerald had very 
little conversation with them 
and couldn't say where they 
caine from. So' I don't know If 
they are criminals, or I R A , or, 
If they are from the North." 

'Willi the eighi-houT delay 
oefore police were alerted? 

Mi-MUrphy said: " It's diffi-

•cult to get people who are 
terrorised to talk clearly. Mr 
Pitzaerald Is clearly afraid for 
his faniily. r spent two hours 
trying to get .him-to talk, but 
he's shaking." 

'Would a ransom be paid ? 
" I t will be my policy to . 
block such a move," said M t -
Murphy. 

What- are the odds OM 
Shergar's recovery? " I'ni not 
a betting man," said Mr 
Murphy. 

Others were askiiio; aljout 
security at the stables. One 
stable lad said : " There 

didn"t seem to be much 
security here even thouRh we 
had one of the world's most 
valuable racehorses on the 
farm." , 

Another stable lad. G r e g 
Keating, 20, said : " Mr Fitz-
Kctald IS shattered. Sher^ar 
IS his pride and joy." 

Shergar is owned by a -
syndicate of millionaires-
headed by the Agii K h a n . He 
described it as his best-ever 
horse. 

. A spokesman for share­
holders Mrs 'Meg Mul ion , wife 
ot shipping magnate J i m 

Crimes that rocked 
the world of racing 

MuUion, said : " There seeim 
to be no question of being 
held to ransom. To give in 

•to these villains would be a 
step down Ine road to ttie end 
of civilisation." ' 

Among the .joint owners are 
:Grcek shipping tycoon Stavros 
Niarchos, . Vernons poolSi 
-millionaire ' Robert Sanfistcr, 
and top racehorse trainer 
Vincent O'Brien. 

Mr Snngster s.iid in 
Austraha : • This is a tragedy. 
I t could have far-ieaciimg 
oirects on tlie bioodstock 
indu-slry, in Ireland." 

Detectives said it wa.s " very 
much a po,ssibilily " that the 
t;ang were nol alter a ransom 

;.but planned to.use Shergar 
lor breeding. 

A spokesman said: ' ' I t 
could be a ludicroas attempt 
by country boys to produce 
their own champion." 

And tfiev could get away 
• Willi' it. Stringent blood tests 

can prove the siie,' but they 
arc not always cHn'icd out, 
said the Jockey Club. 

,Former top jockev and best 
selling author Dick Francis 
said last night :, :' I liop<? the 

, kidnappers didri't get the 
idea horn me." 

S t o l e n 

Robert Songster: " Tragedii" 

R A C E H O R S E S have been an 
easy target for villains cvoi-
since punter.s- started putting 
money on them. 

I n one celebratod case of 
" r inging" lasl vear a iwo-
year-old called Flo: kton Grey 
was substituted with a three-
y e a r - o l d 'double" , called 
Good Hand, netting ,£200,1)00 
for the gang. . 

There have even been eases, 
of " contracts " being put out. 
I n the 'sixties the top South 

African r a c e h n r s e . Sea 
Cottage, was shot tor a, gang­
land conti-ncL of.-£10,000. But 
it s iuviiqd and went un to 
win. 

Only two cases of kidnap­
ping have , been recorded 
previously. Champion Ita l ian 
filly Carnauba was recovered 
aliv(i,' in ail .''abattoir in I J I S 
and in America three years 
ago A two-yearrOld Ally ' was 
found near her stable .six 
months afler being .seized. 

Sixteen y e a r s ago Mr 
• F r a n c i s , wrote a Uiriller 
called -Blood Sport about 
thoroughbreds being stolen to 
service mares whose foals 
were registorrd as being sired 
by other stallions. 

Police faced a mammoth 
task .searching thoilsnhds of 
isolated farmliouses and 
barns., 
. A • horse e.icpert . said 

•" Hiding Shcrgar would be no 
problem. Let him roll in a 
field of mud with his shagg.\' 
winter coat and he could be 
mistake for a hack." 

price put 
on VC 
courage 

By ALAN C O C H R A N E 
and A L U N R E E S 

' I ' m ; only 'Victorta Cro<« 
wyn by a l l a t t l c uf B r i l a i i i 
Itilot m u s t be saved for th« 
n a t i o n , an MJP .said last 
I l i g h l . 

'ra.vpayLT.s s)i»ul<l be pre­
pared ti> pay even more than 
its marlict value to help tliR 
willow who is hiivins lo sell 

" T h i s Is an e.\ccntl6nal 
CMC, fiaiil Tory Ml' .Mr Tony 
IScaiinionl-Dark, " .so Jet uti 
make an exceptional gesture." 

He callcil on llic Govcrji-
ment In lind X75,0flO for the 
VC, , C25,n00 more than It is -
exncited to fetch at auction. 

The money could then lie 
invested (arcfully—and Mta 
Miir ier Nicolson could receive ' 
t7,ri00 a year in interest 
alone. 

" Ally Slim of money palil 
l),v the ii^ttion would be a. 
small price lo pay I'or the 
sacrilico made by this lirnvo 
m\n and his family," said tlic 
MP. 

" .lirs Nicolbon lias stayed 
loyal lo his memory — (he 
country should do likewise." 

r\Ir Itc-iumniit-Diirk, M r lor 
ItirmJngh.'im's Scllv Oai;, lias 
written lo Mrs Thatcher isk-• 

; ing her to intervene. 
The VC: is fur sale liecausc . 

ri igUt Lieutenant Nicolson's 
70-ycar-olil widow cannot live 
on Ijcr Lia-TO per week pen­
sion. 

I'ilol Nicolson won Itrilain'^ 
top hnivery aivard for̂  shoot­
ing down a German Mcsser-
schmitt from his biazlnfr 
I lurricane al tlic heiglil nt 
(he air badle over soullicni 
England. . 

Five .years later lie was 
killed in an a i r . crash - in 
India. . 
- M r Heaiimonl-Dark liclicves 
the medal'should he donated 
by the ('ioverniiient lo the 
Imperhl War Museum or 
the R A F Museum af'JIendon, 
North Limdon. 

'The R A F Museum would 
; love to acquire the Nicolson 

V C and is Iioping to bill for 
i it if it finally jroes toauci ion. 

The museum already lias 
his first fiKlifcr plane—a, 

I Mark 1' SpUnrc—on display. 
• 'Wing Commandetr Bill Wood 

said ; " I t would be a niarytl-
lous acquisition' for u.̂ :. truly 
a .jewel for our crown. 

" tVe have alrc.idv hart 
ofTcrs of help, financial oilers, 
from friemis," 

Pr ivate, collectors. some 
from Uie LInited States are 
lil<eiy to push tiie price up 
to record levels lioivcver. 

Wing Commander Wood 
said : " W<̂  feel it brlongs 
wilh t h e . U A J ' now and not 
with a private coUcrtor. 

" I'erliaiis sonip- fairv god­
mother will buy it and drop 
it iitto our laps alllioii<<]i I 
fear lliat only hapiiciis in 
films,' • . •' 

T l ic Inlpcrial War IMusciini 
said they liad not yet con­
sidered the nossiliility of buy­
ing the nicd:il. 
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M r s W ' S s o n : 
P m b e r t o p f a n 

By C A R O L E N E W T O N 

TV C L E A N - U P . campaigner. 
MVS Mary Whitehouse was 
given unexpected backing yes--
terday in h e r fight to safe­
guard the nation's morals. It,, 
came from her wayward son 
Christopher. , . 

, .Despite his free-living- life- ' 
i style, Christopher Whitehouse, 

who was arrested in a, 
PJUgs raid last week, says he 

her number one fan. 
.He said yesterday: "Quite 

•̂ "ttply she's the best mum i n 
ine world and I 'm very proud 
"L '^ '^r ahd the fight She's 
toialfv ^'^'^^'^t her view 

" I -jbare her views on porn-
°eiaphy. I've seen porno­

graphic magazines. who-
hasnH ? But I - think it is 
linfeeling, -uncaring. and does 
not illustrate the depth, of 
relationships, people should 

Mrs Whitehouse phoned her 
son yesterday following the 
publicity caused by his-arrest. 
" I told her it was all rather 
amusing and that I was O K . 
r don't feel I've let her down, 
said Christopher. 

He lives ' in a commune 
farmhouse near the Stafford­
shire village of Betley. I t waS 
raided bv poliee looking for 
drugs. Six people were arrested 
but none has so far been 

• charged. 

IS UHT 
fit for a dog' 
A G R I C U L T U R A L Minister 
Peter WalUcr told MPs yester­
day that even his dot' ISomba 
would not drink E L C Ultra 
Heat Treated milk. 

His old Englisli- sheepdog-
full name Bombardier B lun ­
derbuss — became wel! known 
recently when it was revealed 
that he was addicted to the 
new Brit ish cheese, Lymeswold. 

Mr Walker's scathing ver­
dict on U H T milk came as he 
told the Commons of his 
moves to keep it out of 
Br i ta in despite a Etiropean 
Court ruling that an import 
ban. is illegal. 

He said the milk was 
" u n s a f e " ahd would stay 
banned p e n d i n g lengthy 
l icalth checks. 

The a im was to ensure it 

sati-sficd tlic same hcaltli and 
. h y y g i e n e requireiiicnls 

imposed on the production 
and processing of our own 
milk. 

Mr Walker added that 
cheap imports could under­
mine doorstep , deliveries, 
which he was determined to 
protect. 

He said thai he believed 
housewives would stay loyal 
to. fresh milk, even it the 
U H T variety was allowed in . 

" Anyone who has tasted 
the stuff would find It very 
difUcult to drink instead of 
the stuff delivered on the 
doorstep," he said. 

"Whi le I boasted that my 
dog ate Lymeswold cheese, 
he ccrtainlv would not drink 
L-HT milk." 

L o v e c o n q u e r s 
e r a s h h e a r t a c h e 
C O U R A G E O U S s h o p 
ass i s tant I n g r l d -Brookr 
b a n k s kept r o m a n c e alive 
af ter- h e r fiance was 
seriously i n j u r e d iri a road 
actiident, by us ing " t h e 
language of love." 

Steven Pennington, who is 
unable to walk and talk 
because of brain damage, was 
a w a r d e d £250.000 agreed 
damages i n the High Court 
yesterday. 

M r Justice Cantley heard 
that tbe 25-year-old Ingrid, 
who l i v e s with Steven's 
parents at Byfields . Road, 
Klngscleie, neiir Basingstoke, 
Hant.s.. p l a n s to . become 
Stevens wife after he leaves a 
rehabilitation cenlie. 

•• Ic is her unswerving 

intention to devote the rest of 
her life lo looking after him," 
Steven's counsel, Mr Richard 
Rougier. QC, said. , 

EarUer . - Ingr id had told the 
c o u r t ; " W e cannot have 
normal conversation, but we 
managed t-o communicate 
using the language of -lovfe. 

T h e couple had been 
engaged for a year when 
Steven's motorcvcle v.-as in 
colhsion with a sports cur i a 
Basiiigsioke in 19S0. 

He sued tlie car driver, 
D r I a n Plant of Saruiii Road, 
Winchester. , . 1 

Ingrid said •aftenwards : 
-" T h e years ahead are going 
to be tough but waliowin^; in 
self-pltv does nobodV any 
good. I lovp Steven and we 
will miiiuigf." 


